
Page �  of �1 8 July Newsletter 2017

calvarybaptist-towson.org Email: cbctowson@gmail.com 

120 W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204 
Phone: 410-825-3360 or 410-823-5282 

Co-Pastors: Reverend Dr. William Sean Lee and Reverend Sarah W. Lee

Calvary Baptist Church 
Find Your Heart in the Heart of Towson – Join Us for Sunday Worship Service

Sanctuary Flowers $25 
If you would like to 
sponsor flowers for a 

Sunday, please sign on 
the Flower Calendar  

or contact 
Wendy Wallace 
410-321-0043 

Church Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday 
8:30 am – 2 pm 

Closed on Fridays

11:00 am Sunday 
Worship Service 

Wednesday Programs 

Prayer & Bible Study: 
• 9:30 am: Joyce Keedy 
• 7 pm: Pastor Sean  

Choir Practice: 
Motley Choir after Church 

“Freshwine Skins”      Mark 2:21-22 

     In this scripture, Jesus speaks of his coming into an old system of 
Jewish legalism that needed renewal. He does this by illustrating with a 
parable about wineskins. With existing, old wineskins those wineskins 
needed to be oiled to keep them supple. Brittle wineskins can no longer be 
reconditioned and must be discarded. It’s all about the fermentation.  
When new fermenting wine is put into old wineskins, the old wineskins 
are not supple enough to expand during the fermentation process and will 
bust. The old wineskins cannot contain the new wine. (Thomas F. 
Tumblin,  AdMinistry.) 

     There is application of this understanding as new ministries and ways 
of doing God’s work emerge here at Calvary Baptist Church.The same old 
ways of doing things are not adequate to allow for the new wine of God’s 
activity among us today. It has been said that the last seven words of a 
dying congregation are, “We have never done it that way before.” So, it is 
time for new wineskins for Calvary Baptist.  How we did ministry in the 
past, and the old patterns, processes and expectations cannot contain the 
new wine of God’s activity among us as we move forward. We have to let 
go of our preconceived notions that will only constrain us, and be open 
with expectant hearts and minds to the new wine of God’s movement in 
His congregation here at Calvary. 

     The grace of God through Jesus draws diverse personalities and 
backgrounds together to demonstrate the Kingdom of God on earth. 
Because of this, God provides a variety of people who have spiritual gifts 
for the church.  Gifts and temperaments are necessary to fit into the “new 
wine skins” of the church. We must remember that the ministry of the 
Church on earth is a direct expression and connection of God’s Kingdom 
among us.   

     The Bible tells us that where two or three are gathered together, Christ 
is present. Jesus is also present in the systems and structures that govern 
our life together as a Christian community. To that end we are revising the 
Church By-Laws to establish Deacons as extensions of the Pastoral 
ministry in caring for God’s people, and a Church Council to coordinate 
the life and ministries of Calvary Baptist Church. What is put together in 
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Lectionary Readings for July 

    July 2:    Genesis 22:1-14, Matthew 10:40-42, Romans 6:12-23 
    July 9 :   Psalm 145:8-14, Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30, Romans 7:15-25a 
    July16:   Psalm 119:105-112, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23, Romans 8:1-11 
    July 23:  Genesis 28:10-19a, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, Romans 8:12-25 
    July 30:  Psalm 105:1-11, Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52, Romans 8:26-39 

 Children and Youth Sunday Morning Programs: 

• 10:45 - 12:00  Nursery (newborn - 3 years) 
• 11:15 - 12:00  Children's Church (3 years to 5th grade) 
• 11:15 - 12:00  Youth Connection on the 2nd & 4th Sundays (middle schoolers)

 the new Bylaws and Church Council documents are the tools which enable the processes for “doing 
and being” church. All areas are addressed to include budgets, strategies, personnel, legal concerns, 
and facilities. Everything is an attempt to provide the means to be faithful to our mission as God’s 
“wineskins.” 

Church systems need to enable the mission Christ has given us, make ministry easier and more 
fulfilling, and develop useful ways that can respond to the Holy Spirit’s activity among us in 
building and supporting the work of the church. We embrace God’s mission to make the Kingdom of 
God visible throughout the earth and to every generation; to go and make disciples. 

    Remember, God is not limited by our structures and systems, but works through them. That is why 
it is important to function as a church and not a business. If our non-biblical mandated traditions are 
ends in themselves, they will keep us from seeing Jesus working in this world. 

     Last September, we started a focus group that worked diligently on renewing and updating the 
Bylaws which included updating the structure of Administry (administration and ministry). We will 
be presenting the updated Bylaws at a special called business meeting, in September on a date yet to 
be determined. We encourage you to come and discover how we will be creating new wineskins for 
the ministry of Calvary Baptist Church. 

In the Spirit of God’s New Wine, 

Pastors Sarah and Sean 
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Calvary Calendar for July and Upcoming Events

Saturday, July 1 10 - 11am Drop off Cakes for Our Daily Bread (frosted in foil pans, please)

Sunday, July 2 9:45am Finance Meeting     Pastor Sarah’s Sunday School Class Cancelled 
Pastor Valdi is preaching

Tuesday, July 4 Church Office Closed for the July 4th Holiday

Saturday, July 8 9 - 12 noon Deacons’ Retreat

Sunday, July 9 Communion Sunday The Motley Choir Performs

Monday, July 10 Calvary Church Day of Prayer – day after communion service, as a congregation 
praying together for the membership, spiritual growth, and programs of our church.

Thursday, July 13 10:30am Mom’s Group at Panera Bread, Towson Marketplace, 1238 Putty Hill Avenue

Saturday, July 15 2 - 3:30pm SSF (Senior Sharing Fellowship) Memory Lane 3

Sunday, July 16 Sunday Worship Service

Saturday, July 22 11am - 2pm Summer Fun for Kids – Fellowship Hall (see flyer on bulletin board)

Sunday, July 23 Sunday Worship Service

Saturday, July 29 6 - 8pm Fourth Annual Jazz in the Courtyard by the Maryland Defense Force Band 
(free concert but food donations for ACTC accepted)

Sunday, July 30 Sunday Worship Service

Saturday, August 5 10 - 11am Drop off Cakes for Our Daily Bread (frosted in foil pans, please)

Sunday, August 6 Anniversary Sunday     Punch and cookies after the service

Saturday, August 19 9 - 11am 7th Man Gathering at the Loch Raven Reservoir north of Towson

Sunday, August 27 Blessing of the Backpacks

                               A big thanks to all who came out for the                           
	 	 	 church work day in May. We also want to 	 	
	 	 	 thank the following ACTC volunteers who also came 
out to help: The Executive Director Linda Lotz, Larry Fresh, Rob Reitty, and 
Peter Vermilye. If you missed it, we will have another one soon. Stay tuned!


Calvary Pastors
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Congratulations 

Chaplain Col. William Sean Lee, Joint Force Headquarters 
Chaplain for the state of Maryland and co-pastor with his wife of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Towson, Md., will receive the Lorraine 
K. Potter Military Chaplaincy Merit Award for faithful and 
effective pastoral and spiritual care in the U.S. military. As 
chaplain, he created Partners in Care, which assists left-behind 
family members with chores and household repairs. As pastor, he 
preaches every Sunday and conducts Bible study every 
Wednesday. He sends care packages and notes of encouragement 
to an American Baptist military chaplain deployed in Iraq. 

    Pastor Sean was selected by American Baptist Home Mission Societies’ (ABHMS.) 

Our next 7th Man Gathering will be Saturday, August 19th from 
9:00-11:00am. at the Loch Raven Reservoir north of Towson. Call 
Pastor Sean at 443-992-5395 for more information, or to sign-up to 
attend.  
                                                            Pastor Sean 

7th Man Gathering

You have probably noticed the county has removed 3 over-grown trees on Baltimore Ave. 
They will return to grind out the stumps and replace the dangerously distorted sidewalk. 

The yews in front of the church, along Pennsylvania Ave. are grossly overgrown and 
dying. They will be removed in the near future; the area will be sodded and re-landscaped. 

Fred Ray 
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My Dear Calvary friends,


Thank you for all your cards, phone calls and visits. Your 
caring has meant so much to Hudson and myself.  

Your flower arrangement is still awesome - the calla lilies 
are still beautiful, as the rest of the basket of blooms.

My sincere appreciation for keeping me in your thoughts 
and prayers.


Roberta


A special thank you to Loretta Xie and 
Jonathan for the gift of this beautiful lighted 
podium for Calvary Baptist Church.

Jonathan TangXie

Going Down Memory Lane 
When: Saturday, July 15th from 2 - 3:30 pm 
Where: Fellowship Hall 
Why: Sharing Personal Stories 

We are continuing with the series over the next few months.  If you want to join in and share – it is 
not too late! The only prerequisite is to be willing to listen and share your life’s timeline in fellowship 
with other believers. You can do this in any form or fashion – even acting out parts of your life if you 
are brave enough! Hope to see you at the next Memory Lane!   

Last month many of our seniors met at the church to share their life's 
timeline. The authenticity, wealth of experiences and milestones shared 
was heartwarming and uplifting.  In today’s hustle and bustle it was 
encouraging to find time to share beyond the customary clichés of  ‘how 
are you – great seeing you today’
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July is our month to help replenish food for ACTC 

The requested foods are: 
 Cereal 

           Canned Potatoes 
            Mac & Cheese 
           Canned Tuna 

You may contribute cash using the envelope in the pew.  
Please make a notation on the envelope for ACTC 

Pastor Sarah passed on this  
thank you that she received 
from  
Nancy Edwards who was  
recently in GBMC. 
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Thank you to Susan Edwards and her helpers — and the children 
and youth for a wonderful Youth Day.  Thank you to Joyce Keedy 
for adding her amazing music to the service and accompanying our 
soloists — Sydney Eifert (vocal — lovely!) and Marcy Wylie (flute 
— beautiful).  And there was a fun celebration of ice cream Sundaes 
afterward!  Thanks again to everyone involved. 

The title was “A Story About Jesus” by M. Lithe.

Children and Youth Day Celebration
June 11, 2017
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